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River Otter Life History — 


The Division of Wildlife Re- 
sources river otter reintroduction 
program on the Green River below 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir has 
prompted many questions about 
these playful members of the 
weasel family. Here is a brief life 
history of these fascinating ani- 


mals: 
Life Cycle 
Litter size has been reported 


from one to six but most litters are - 


two or three pups. The pups are 
born blind, toothless and totally 
helpless. They grow rapidiy and 
emerge from their den at about two 


ee 


SPI STO PAE popnuend (9) 
BOOT Paue 1529] (q) 
Aueđuroj Fed 3587 meuo (e) 
ZITZ ON ETS 


Sunds poureuun wog pewaatc (p) 


SSIBOTJOJ SE POQLIDSIP STETI Jatea 
MOJ AP pue 'vopeondde sueo up 
| wonesndds a8ueyoxs up Aq pauses 
-ardar SUŠI 13110 pue jen up jo 
(266) tosarad suru popraspun uy 
«Va LIHIHXA 
: J0AIDY wed e spew 
‚URL STU) Ag pue ory Pause) 
VE „V. QUIE UF poguosop sujšu 
IDEM S qua 1941930] OSIV 
*AHUEIO JO Aodord 
¡Ap 0 Auadosd st) Jo 1589 Kemuyšny 
Ayenos ayy woa Aempeos Sunsa 
91] FAO 22132 DUR ssal sin 


Forage 

Otters feed predominately on fish 
but crustaceans and amphibians can 
play a substantial role in an otter's 
diet. Given the opportunity, otters 
will also prey on birds, mammals 
and reptiles. Otters are generally 
considered beneficial to trout 
Streams because studies have shown 
otters prey mostly on the slower 
moving, less desireable fish rather 
than on the trout. 


Behavior 
The playful behaviors otters are 


known for are mostly seen in the - 


young. The adults do play but only 
occasionally. These playful behav- 
iors, such as chasing each other, are 
essential for the young otters to de- 
velop coordination and to tone their 


fishing and survival skills. 


Fur 
The otter depends on the insula- 
tive qualities of its fur to keep it 


warm, unlike whales and seals ' 


which have a layer of blubber to 
insulate themfrom the cold. The fur 
has two layers a short, dense, soft - 
underfur and a longer, stiffer 
protective outerfur. The combina- 
tion traps air to insulate the body 
when the otter submerges. An otter 
must constantly clean its fur to 
maintain its insulative quality. 
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